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CONCLUSIONS
• Specialty pharmacy (SP)-related topics are sparsely covered in current didactic and experiential curriculum. 
• SP topics and electives are more common in schools with SP-affiliated faculty. 
• Many schools recognize the value and growth of SP and the importance of SP-related education to meet growing workforce 

needs and ensure students are practice-ready for any area of pharmacy. 
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• Specialty pharmacy is a rapidly growing field; over half of FDA approvals are for specialty medications
• Specialty medications, high-cost treatments prescribed for complex and chronic conditions, comprise 

over half of drug spending in the United States (US)
• The purpose of this study was to evaluate the scope and depth of didactic and experiential instruction 

on specialty pharmacy (SP) in US schools/colleges of pharmacy
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Figure 1. Topics Covered in Didactic Curriculum Figure 2. Topics Covered in Experiential Curriculum
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Figure 3. Topics NOT Covered in Didactic Curriculum
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Pharmacy schools/colleges WITHOUT SP-affiliated faculty were LESS 
likely to report covering SP and specialty disease state topics in 

didactic curriculum.

37%

20%

3%

30%

7%

18%

9%

0%

0%

0%

Respondent Characteristics

50% 5% 20% 10% 7%

Figure 4. Perceived Value of Specialty Pharmacy Content

5 6 7
Very valuableNot at all valuable

<5

The perceived value of specialty pharmacy content in curriculum scored a 
Median of 5 (IQR 5, 7) and Mean of 5.8 (SD ±1.8).

Scale: 1-10; 1= not at all valuable; 5= somewhat valuable; 10= very valuable
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Less than half of students were exposed to SP practice or the specialty 
medication access process through required curriculum.

SP practice and the specialty medication access process were often reported to be 
covered in few or no rotation experiences, 44% and 37%, respectively.
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Figure 5. Anticipated Change in Specialty Pharmacy Content

Most respondents anticipated an increase in specialty pharmacy content in the next 5-10 
years, 56% moderate and 10% significant. 
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Design

• Cross-sectional, 
population-based, 
anonymous survey sent 
via email

• Contact list compiled 
from school/college 
websites

Population

• Accredited 
schools/colleges of 
pharmacy in the US

• Targeted faculty 
members closest to the 
Academic Affairs division 

Survey Design

• Review and pilot testing 
completed

• Domains: didactic 
curriculum, experiential 
curriculum, future 
perceptions

Response rate
29%

N=41/140

2%
each
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